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Giving to the Lord . . .

s for Reverence

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.”
~Hebrews 12:28

I had a “God” moment in church this last Sunday.

While the congregation was awaiting the election results of the vote to select new members for our
church council, we passed the time singing a few hymns, one of which was “How Great Thou Art”.
I’ve literally sung that song what has to be hundreds of times, and when I sing it, | always enjoy doing
so from the heart with great gusto. 1 am quickly and easily caught up in the music and the beautiful,
rich lyrics of the text. 1I’m certain many of you probably feel the same way about this particular hymn.

However, on this particular occasion, about the second half of the third verse, as | opened my mouth to
sound forth the notes and proclaim the next phrase, | found myself overcome with emotion and the
enormity of God’s love and grace. | was struck by nothing less than shear awe to be standing in the
presence of my God, the Savior of the nations, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. With great
reverence, | thought, “Who am | that | should be able to stand in God’s presence at all? My God,
indeed, How Great Thou Art!”

As someone who was raised in the Christian faith from the cradle, worship has high priority and
importance in my life, not merely because | enjoy it but also because God wishes for me to be in
communion and relationship with him. Beyond that, God commands me to worship him. Exodus
23:25a reads: Worship the Lord your God.

Too many times when we gather at church for worship, we are merely going through the motions. Our
lives and minds are focused not on God but rather upon the distractions of daily life, and we are simply
putting in our hour at church. Things such as hymns, liturgy, creed, and the Lord’s Prayer come out of
our mouths as route responses at an appointed and expected time. But that is not worship.

We are to worship with reverence, serving God with submission and in a pleasing manner, our actions
stemming out of respect and devotion.

We are fortunate to have a God who is devoted to us, so devoted that he, himself, came into this world,
laid down his life, died a painful death on a cross, and rose from the grave to forgive our sins, restore
us to right relationship with him, and bestow upon us life everlasting in him.
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As disciples of Christ, chosen and called Children of God, how can our worship of God be anything
less than that which is wholly devoted to God? God has given and done so much for us. He has given
us a kingdom that cannot be shaken and destroyed. God and his kingdom are eternal. They will never

fade away. God is most deserving of our time and worship, and our response to God — our worship —
ought to be “acceptable with reverence and awe”.

May we all reverently worship our God and proclaim, “My God, How Great Thou Art”.

Grace and Peace,
Kelly J. Ylitalo



FROM PASTOR....
We all talk about a pastor’s preaching.

| appreciate the congregation’s patience and sense of humor when | have had a “senior moment”. (Perhaps, the
day is coming when I will have to use notes.) Graciously, though, most folks have not observed that | “plateau”
even “drift” a bit about the time | should be saying directly what needs saying.

Generously, people comment with appreciation although | know that more often than not a homily has been
redeemed by a well-chosen hymn of the day and the prayers of the people.

It is the Scriptures for the day that loom for me throughout the week. Inviting and, yet, foreboding, they will not
go away. Studying and searching the texts for Sunday sometimes leaves me wondering how it is that these four
readings have found their way to a partnership for a particular day in the Church Year. How, after almost two
thousand years, is the wisdom of the Spirit evident in their assignment? Perhaps the present combination is only
the result of a compromise vote in an uninspired liturgical texts committee!

Yet, it is the preacher, not the texts, who is disconnected, disjointed. How often after the final “Amen”, is it
abundantly clear what the Scriptures were, in fact, quite plainly saying, about the life, ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus or about his teaching... about me, us? Why did I not hear sooner what God had to say... to
me? Without the Scriptures proclaimed aloud in reading within the liturgy and the hymns, without the whole of
the congregation at work together, without our Lord’s Presence in our midst in the Sacrament, |1 would have
continued blind and deaf!

Those who preach well, it seems to me, have an eloguence of the ears and of the heart. For all of the
illustrations, prose, verse, or jokes, those who preach well are those who after scrutinizing the texts willingly let
the texts — God — scrutinize them. The clearest voice is the one who has listened for — waited for, perhaps even
for a very long time — and sought to heed the voice of God. Those who preach well, it seems to me, are those
whose voices echo God’s voice.

Whether in family, work, or play, our witness is clearest as we listen for and seek to heed the voice of God. If
there is any eloguence, it is as our ears hear and our hearts return to the One who is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

Only His are the words of eternal life.

With warm regards,



Monthly Financial Update

To meet our budget we need to average $17,742.00 per month

Needed per month: 17,742.00
Income through May 15,273.13
Ahead/Behind -2,468.87

Needed Year to date: 124,194.00
Received Year to date: 116,784.96
Ahead/Behind YTD: -7,409.04

Dear friends at Good Shepherd:

We would like to say THANK YOU to every one who sent so many cards. Also for
the many prayers we felt were with us. Thanks too for the altar flowers and pastor’s visit.

Ann’'s new liver is doing well, her kidneys are showing some good signs of recovery
as well. If anyone tells you prayer doesn’t work, they are wrong!!!

Still learning to be disciples: Ann & Tom Bastion



Youth and Fellowship News & Reminders

September 2009

Sunday, Sept. 6 9:30am Dakota Girard Lauren Brown
Sunday, Sept. 13 9:30am Payton Bladzik Lilly Bjorkquist
Sunday, Sept. 20 9:30am Ben Raines Brandon Morrill
Sunday, Sept. 27 9:30am Anna Coe Destiny Blake
Sunday, Oct. 5 9:30am Hannah Dalke Stephanie Linke

Destiny Blake 794-5323 Payton Bladzik 231-757-9033

Lilly Bjorkquist 723-3448 McKenna Bramble 723-2424

Lauren Brown 398-0672 Anna Coe 723-1184

Hannah Dalke 723-5549 Tayler Fortier 794-5699

Dakota Girard 398-0494 Stephanie Linke 723-9748 or 398-3611

Brandon Morrill 510-2410 Ben Raines 690-5467

Hannah Sartor 723-7710 No’el Solis 723-9852

Acolytes please remember to be at church 15 minutes prior to the start of service. It is your responsibility to
find a replacement if you are unable to attend church on your scheduled date. Please do not wait until the last
minute to do so, and please do not call or email Kelly as she is not able to make arrangements for you.

Activities and Announcements . . .

Tuesday, September 8. 6:30pm. Monthly Youth and Fellowship Team Meeting.

Friday, September 11. 7:00pm. Movie Night for 3" — 6™ Graders. Join us for movie night. You will need to
bring a beverage, a snack to share, and a friend. Movie night ends at 9:30pm sharp.

Sunday, September 13. 6:00pm to 9:00pm. High School Youth Group. Open to all youth in grades 9-12. We
will meet at church for a time of bible study, prayer, and a fun activity.

Sunday, September 20. Potluck and Game Day. Immediately following the Family Worship, we will gather in
the Unity Room for a meal and fellowship. You are asked to bring a dish to pass and your favorite game. The
church will provide place settings and beverages. All ages are welcome. Children in grade six and under must
attend with an adult.

Sunday, September 27. Confirmation. 7th-9th Grade. Please plan to attend the 11:00am worship. Class will
be held immediately following and will last until 3pm, so you will need to bring a sack lunch with you.
Students will not be excused to purchase lunch or stand in the parking lot to have their lunch delivered. This
cuts into our class time, and it is expected that students are prepared when they come to class. You will also
need to bring a bible, your Lutheran Handbook, and a writing utensil. A reminder that your homework
assignment over the summer was to memorize the books of the New Testament. Students are expected to have
their assignment complete.

Sunday, October 4. 11:00am. Sunday School Begins. Come join us for an exciting year of learning about
God. We gather at 11:00am in the sanctuary for a time of praise, prayer, and a children’s sermon. From there,
we will head down to our classes.
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SEPTEMBER
@ BIRTHDAYS
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Janice Bjorkquist
Elaine Ritola
Marley Sartor
Mary Sparks
Don Masten
Nathan Morrill
George Brown
Brandon Morrill
Laura Shoemaker
Debbie Skeans
Ruth Adolphson
Antonia Hilliard
Lisa Wotnow
Leona Amerell
Sandra Kuenzli
Darya Pishevar
Doris Bowling
Ronda Dahlgren
Candy Wittlieff
Mitchell Ziehm
Del Knaffle
Harold Lytle, Jr.
Kyle Ohman
Sharon Jensen
Lynn Kopp
Mary Greiner
Bradley Sciba
Keith Jensen
Clara Saari

Irma Thompson
Sandra Zupin
Russell Ware
Audrey Erickson
Faith Funk
Harry Smalley
Ruth Tobey
Shirley Blakeslee
Anna Bastion
Karen Groenwald

28  Cindy Samuel
29  Thea Callesen
30 Brad Blakeslee
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1 Tom & Micheal Amor

3 Bob & Ruth Tobey

9 John & Linda Holmes

10  Nathan & Jessica Cole

11  Duane & Linda Young

14 Bryan & Michelle Thomas

16  Chris & Angela Caro

16  Ken & Lois Rosenow

20  Harvey & Michelle Adolphson
30 Curtis & Gail Luomala

To the family and friends of Scott
Ritola, your loss is in our thoughts
and prayers.

Good Shepherd Church:

The committee members of the Manistee County
2009 Relay for Life thank you for your continued
support of our event. The American Cancer
Society celebrates 25 years of HOPE. We
celebrate those who have survived cancer and we
remember all those loved ones who lost their
battle. We all are in the fight back against this
dreaded disease which takes too much from too
many.

We appreciate your joining us to help make a
difference in this fight.

Audrey Strouf
Committee Secretary



— PLEASE PLAN A VISIT...
@Q&*{Q ;Z ) Serving our Church during SENDACARD..............
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] THOUGHTS AND

YOUR PRAYERS...

Manistee County Medical Care -
1505 Parkdale Ave.

Russell Ware

Phyllis Miehlke

Margaret Krupski

Ushers:

Sept 6 9:30 Linda Phillips, Donna Meduna,
Chet & Jean Schwerin

Sept 13 9:30 Phil & Bev Peralta, Green Acres — 1835 12" St.
Tom & Michael Amor
Sept 20 9:30 Joy Hutchinson, Dolores Sally Berglund

Widgren, Kirk & Sharon Hayden

Sept 27 9:30 Dennis Mikula, Dave Carlson,
Mike & Sue Ennis Century Terrace - 237 Sixth Ave.

Leona Amerell
Readers

Sundays....cceeumnen

Sept 6 9:30 Gary Hansen
Sept 13 9:30 Betty Griegel
Sept 20 9:30 Sharon Hayden
Sept 27 9:30 Marge Johnson

Esther Johnson - WillowBrook Care Home
2023 W US 10 Scottville MI 49454

AT HOME

Jean Jankwietz - 185 Washington St. 723-7939
Ruth Schulz - 337 6" St... 723-7528

Marge Jensen - 1395 Princeton... 723-2472
Percy Fortier - 1506 Vine St... 723-9093

Web Amerell - 798 Brickyard Rd... 723-2150
Ruth Adolphson- 800 Brickyard Rd... 723-2788

Communion Assistants
Sundays....cceeumnen

Sept 6 9:30 Betty Griegel
Sept 13 9:30 Dave Ohman
Sept 20 9:30 Linda Phillips
Sept 27 9:30 Mike Ennis

Coffee Friendship Hours:

Sundays....ccemumnen

Sept 2 9:30 Chuck & Sally Wolverton
Sept 9 9:30 Loretta Mcintyre

Sept 16 9:30 Brenda Helminiak

Sept 23 9:30 Chris Amor, Joy Hutchinson

Nursery Attendant:

Taylor Brown
Our nursery is equipped with a paging system.
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
521 Cypress (US31) - P.O. Box 157
Manistee, Michigan 49660
Phone: (231) 723-7161 FAX: (231) 723-0580
Web: www.goodshepherdmanistee.org
Rev. Philip Nordstrand, Pastor
Kelly Ylitalo, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Mark Steigenga, Director of Music
Caroline Duethorn, Administrative Secretary
Sunday Worship-9:30 am
Family Worship & Sunday School for
All Ages - 11:00 am

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SEPTEMBER, 2009 AT GOOD SHEPHERD
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*GOODYS PANTRY 15T SUNDAY
* COMMUNITY TABLE 9/1

* POTLUCKAND GAME DAY



